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TAVERN 


Stagecoach  Inn,  Now  Restored, 
Lodged  and  Fed  Travelers 
in  Early  Western  Pennsylvania 


Administered  by 

PENNSYLVANIA  HISTORICAL 
AND  MUSEUM  COMMISSION 


Johnston's  Tavern,  located  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Trail  of  History  on  U.  S. 

Route  19  about  a mile  north  of  Lees- 
burg in  Mercer  County,  is  a spendid 
example  of  the  roadside  tavern  that 
nourished  during  the  days  of  stage- 
coach travel. 

Although  several  old  inns  of  this  type  still 
exist,  they  have  been  stripped  of  their  identifying 
features  and  have  undergone  modernization  to 
such  an  extent  that  they  can  no  longer  be  dis- 
tinguished from  private  dwellings. 

Johnston’s  Tavern,  however,  has  been  carefully 
restored  to  its  original  appearance  by  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Conservancy,  and  is  now  open  to 
visitors  as  a historic  property  administered  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commis- 
sion. 

Originally  built  in  1831  by  Arthur  Johnston, 
who  had  immigrated  from  Ireland  sometime 
earlier,  the  stone  structure  served  as  a stopping 
place  for  stagecoach  passengers  traveling  on  the 
Pittsburgh-Mercer  Road,  and  it  stood  con- 
veniently near  Springfield  Furnace,  which  was 
in  operation  after  1837.  The  tavern  was  under 
Johnston’s  management  until  1842. 

The  proprietor  called  his  tavern  the  New 
Lodge  Inn.  In  December,  1836,  a post  office  was 
established  for  this  vicinity  and  was  opened  in 
the  tavern,  with  the  landlord  as  postmaster,  and 
was  named  New  Lodge  Post  Office.  This  name  it 
retained  until  1845,  when  the  office  was  removed 
to  Leesburg. 

It  has  been  said  that  many  of  the  early  taverns 
in  western  Pennsylvania  were  private  homes 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  ever-increasing  num- 
ber of  stagecoach  travelers;  however,  it  is  fairly 
certain  that  the  New  Lodge  Inn  was  constructed 
to  be  primarily  a tavern,  for  a license  was  issued 
to  Johnston  in  1827,  and  he  probably  had  a 
log  building  which  preceded  the  tavern  of  1831. 

Though  early  taverns  were  centers  of  activity 
in  the  communities  in  which  they  were  located, 


they  were  patronized  mainly  by  passengers  of 
the  stagecoaches  and  by  drovers.  The  pioneer 
hostels  offered  bed,  board,  and  refreshments.  For 
the  coach  clientele,  a home-like  atmosphere 
usually  prevailed,  in  which  the  host  and  his 
family  strove  to  provide  friendly  and  hospitable 
accommodations. 

The  most  striking  architectural  feature  of  the 
structure  is  the  front  doorway.  Prior  to  the 
restoration  of  the  building  changes  had  been  made 
in  this  doorway;  fortunately,  however,  photo- 
graphs of  it,  some  showing  details,  were  taken 
during  the  early  1930's,  thus  making  it  possible 
to  restore  the  door  to  its  original  appearance. 
Inside  the  tavern  the  furnishings  are  repre- 
sentative of  the  decorative  arts  of  the  first  half 
of  the  nineteenth  century. 


Doorway,  Reniored 
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T)ic  Kitchen,  Where  Travelers  Dined 
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Visititit/  Hours 

Daylight  Saving  Timk:  o:30  A.M.  to  5:0(1  P.M. 
weekdays  except  Monday;  1:00  to  5:(K)  P.M. 
Sunday. 

Wintkr:  9:00  A.M.  to  4:30  P.M.  weekdays  except 
Monday;  1:00  to  4:30  P.M.  Sunday. 

Hours  subject  to  change. 

Telephone:  Illacktown,  Code  412,  i48-4133 


